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DETAILED ACTION 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Eckhard Kuesters on 6/15/2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claims 

i) Claim 1: 

An electronic catalog maintenance system, comprising: 

a dictionary database configured to store dictionary data of an electronic 
catalog, the dictionary data being given in a form of a tree structure formed by 
identifiers for uniquely identifying classes classifying products and attributes 
of the products; 

an editing unit configured to edit the dictionary data stored by the 
dictionary database by making changes including standard changes defined by 
a prescribed standard and out-of-standard changes not defined by the 
prescribed standard; 
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a change status detection unit configured to detect a status of each 
change made by the editing unit, and to generate an identifier change data 
indicating the status of each change made by the editing unit and updates of 
identifiers to be made in the d is tr i onary dictionary data; 

an identifier update unit configured to issue a new identifier of each class 
or attribute created by an out-of standard change made by the editing unit, 
and to retire an old identifier of each class or attribute deleted by an 
out-of-standard change made by the editing unit, according to the identifier 
change data generated by the change status detection unit; an4 

an identifier change database configured to store the identifier change 
data generated by the change status detection unit[.]; 

a summary generation unit configured to simplify the identifier change 
data by deleting any redundant portion from the identifier change data 
generated by the change status detection unit: 

wherein the identifier change database stores the identifier change 
data as simplified by the summary generation unit; and 
a guality check unit configured to generate a dictionary system gualitv 
data by evaluating gualities of the dictionary data as a whole and each 
element constituting the dictionary data, according to prescribed gualitv check 
rules, after the dictionary data are edited by the editing unit; 

wherein the identifier change database also stores the dictionary 
system gualitv data generated by the gualitv check unit. 
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ii) Claim 9: 

An electronic catalog maintenance method, comprising the steps of: 

(a) storing dictionary data of an electronic catalog in a dictionary database, 
the dictionary data being given in a form of a tree structure formed by 
identifiers for uniquely identifying classes classifying products and attributes 
of the products; 

(b) editing the dictionary data stored by the dictionary database by making 
changes including standard changes defined by a prescribed standard and 
out-of-standard changes not defined by the prescribed standard; 

(c) detecting a status of each change made by the step (b), and 
generating an identifier change data indicating the status of each change 
made by the step (b) and updates of identifiers to be made in the dictionary 
data; 

(d) issuing a new identifier of each class or attribute created by an 
out-of-standard change made by the step (b), and releasing an old identifier 
of each class or attribute deleted by an out-of-standard change made by the 
step (b), according to the identifier change data generated at the step (c); a«4 

(e) storing the identifier change data generated by the step (c) in an 
identifier change database[.]; 

(f) simplifying the identifier change data by deleting any redundant portion 
from the identifier change data generated bv the step (c); 
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wherein the step (e) stores the identifier change data as simplified by 
the step (f) into the identifier change database: and 
(g) generating a dictionary system Quality data by evaluating qualities of 
the dictionary data as a whole and each element constituting the dictionary 
data according to prescribed guality check rules, after the dictionary data are 
edited by the step (b); 

wherein the step (e) also stores the dictionary system guality data 
generated by the step (g) in the identifier change database. 
iii) Claim 17: 

A computer usable medium having computer readable program codes embodied 
therein for causing a computer to function as an electronic catalog maintenance 
system, the computer readable program codes include: 

a first computer readable program code for causing said computer to store 
dictionary data of an electronic catalog in a dictionary database, the dictionary 
data being given in a form of a tree structure formed by identifiers for uniquely 
identifying classes classifying products and attributes of the products; 

a second computer readable program code for causing said computer to 
edit the dictionary data stored by the dictionary database by making changes 
including standard changes defined by a prescribed standard and out-of- 
standard changes not defined by the prescribed standard; 

a third computer readable program code for causing said computer to 
detect a status of each change made by the editing unit, and to generate an 
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identifier change data indicating the status of each change made by the 
editing unit and updates of identifiers to be made in the dictionary data; 

a fourth computer readable program code for causing said computer to 
issue a new identifier of each class or attribute created by an out-of-standard 
change made by the editing unit, and to retire an old identifier of each class 
or attribute deleted by an out-of-standard change made by the editing unit, 
according to the identifier change data generated by the third computer 
readable program code; an4 

a fifth computer readable program code for causing said computer to store 
the identifier change data generated by the third computer readable program 
code in an identifier change database[.]; 

a sixth computer readable program code for causing said computer to 
simplify the identifier change data by deleting any redundant portion from the 
identifier change data generated by the third computer readable program 
code: 

wherein the fifth computer readable program code stores the 
identifier change data as simplified by the sixth computer readable 
program code in the identifier change database: and 
a seventh computer readable program code for causing said computer to 
generate a dictionary system gualitv data by evaluating gualities of the 
dictionary data as a whole and each element constituting the dictionary data 
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according to prescribed quality check rules, after the dictionary data are 
edited bv the second computer readable program code: 

wherein the fifth computer readable program code also stores the 
dictionary system gualitv data generated bv the seventh computer 
readable program code in the identifier change database. 
Cancel: Claims 5,6, 13,14, 21 and 22. 



Drawings 



2. The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the examiner and 
agreed upon by applicant on 6/15/2004. In order to avoid abandonment of the 
application, applicant must make these above agreed upon drawing changes. 
Insert: PRIOR ART in Fig. 28A and 28B (as shown in the drawings). 

Reasons for Allowance 



3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

• Prior art of related fails to teach editing a database dictionary of an electronic 
catalog as defined by a standards of a database dictionary, identifier updating 
by deleting old one if it is out of the standards and adding an identifier as per 
standards, modifying identifiers which are not as per standards and reporting 
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and storing a list of edited identifiers. These claimed elements are in 
independent claims 1, 9 and 17. 
• Joseph et al. (US Patent 6,606,603) teaches a system for electronically 
ordering items having at least one catalog containing items of offered by a 
supplier, whereas Paskowitz (US Patent 6,377,937) teaches a taxonomy of 
characteristics for products and services linked via indexing keys to a 
companion dictionary of terms. 
Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record, listed on form PTO-892, and not relied upon, if any, 
is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

5. If a reference indicated, as being mailed on PTO-FORM 892 has not been 
enclosed in this action, please contact Lisa Craney whose telephone number is (703) 
305-9601 for faster service. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sathyanarayan Pannala whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-3390. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am - 5:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene can be reached on (703) 305-9790. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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